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INDIAN CHILD WELFARE ACT                COMPLIANCE DESK AID

For Kentucky Child Welfare Workers

The Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) became law (25 U.S.C. 1901) in 1978.  The New Rule became effective December 12, 2016.  Compliance with this act is mandatory.

Steps to Improve Compliance: 

· Identify Native American/Alaskan Native nation/tribe 

· Provide tribal notification

· Engage tribe in service plan development

· Follow placement preferences

Who is an Indian Child?

25 U.S.C. 1903 of the Indian Child Welfare Act

Indian child shall mean any unmarried person who:  

· Is under the age of 18; or 

· Is under the age of 21, entered foster care prior to his/her 18th birthday, who remains in foster care, and who: 

· Is a member of an Indian nation/tribe; or 

· Is eligible for membership in an Indian nation/tribe; or

· Is the biological child of a member of an Indian nation/tribe and is residing on, or is domiciled within an Indian reservation.  

What Does Tribal Enrollment Mean? 

· Tribal rolls are the official record of legal status for Native American people. 

· Being on the tribal rolls of a Native American nation/tribe is equivalent to citizenship in that nation/tribe. 
· Every tribal government determines its own rules of enrollment criteria. 

· Each Native American nation/tribe maintains its own enrollment records.
How Do I know if a Child is Eligible for Tribal Membership? 

· Ask the child’s family if they are aware of any tribal affiliation. 

· Find out if a parent or grandparent has a tribal enrollment card. 

· Develop a family tree indicating the mother’s and grandmother’s maiden names and the names of the father and paternal grandparents. 

· Call the tribal office directly.  

Facts:  

· There are no federally recognized tribes in Kentucky. 
· There are no state recognized tribes in Kentucky.
· There are over 500 federally recognized tribes in the U.S.
· The early Cherokee tribes claimed land in southeastern Kentucky, but there is no history of a permanent Cherokee settlement in the state.  Cherokee remains have been traced to the upper course of the Cumberland.  

· In early times the Shawnee were more prevalent in Kentucky, but maintained few villages in the state.  Settlements that were more permanent were established around Nashville.  For a short time, one Shawnee town was located near Lexington.  

· The Cabinet for Health and Family Services, Department for Community Based Services maintains a list of tribal contacts to assist you.  For more information, please call (502) 564-2147.  

· If you are unclear about your responsibility, please immediately contact:
 Cabinet for Health and Family Services

   Dept. for Community Based Services

ICWA Coordinator

275 East Main Street, 3 E-D

Frankfort, KY 40621

(502) 564-2147
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Notification Requirements: 

 The Department for Community Based Services, in any child custody proceeding initiated by the department is required to notify the child’s parent or Indian custodian and the child’s Indian nation/tribe, by registered mail, of the pending proceeding and of their right to be involved and/or intervention.  

Tribal Notification Procedures: 

· If a parent claims Native American heritage and identifies affiliation with a specific federally recognized tribe, written notification must be sent to the tribe to the Designated Tribal Agent via registered mail.  Sample letters are available to workers to guide this process.  If assistance is needed contact Central Office ICWA Coordinator.  
· If a parent claims Native American heritage, knows tribal affiliation, but is unable to identify a specific federally recognized tribe, notification must be sent via registered mail, to the Designated Tribal Agent of each federally recognized tribe with the identified tribal affiliation.

· If a parent claims they have Native American heritage, but are unable to name a specific tribal affiliation, the department must send a letter to the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Eastern Region to document diligent efforts to provide notification.

· Copies of notification letters should be sent to the Central Office ICWA Coordinator.
The contents of the notification of the child custody proceeding must include all of the following information: 

· The child’s name, date of birth and place of birth;

· The child’s tribal affiliation, if known;

· The names of the child’s parents, places of birth of the child’s parents, the child’s mother’s maiden name; 

· A copy of the petition filed with the court with documentation of imminent risk;
· A statement of the rights of the biological parents/custodians to intervene in the proceedings;
· Statement of Active Efforts to prevent removal or that promotes reunification;

· A statement of right under federal law to court appointed counsel;

· The location, mailing address and telephone number of the court.  

Qualified Expert Witness: (25 U.S.C. 1912)

This section states that the testimony of a qualified expert witness is required in any foster care placement and in any proceeding for the termination of parental rights.  This witness is defined as a person who is qualified to speak on whether continued custody by the parents of an Indian child or an Indian custodian is likely to result in serious physical or emotional injury to the child.  For specific expert witness criteria, refer to 25 CFR 23.122 - Who may serve as a qualified expert witness?
Foster Care Placement Preferences: (25 U.S.C. 1911)

An authorized agency providing foster care to an Indian child, in the absence of good cause to the contrary is required to place the child in compliance with the following preferences:

· First-a member of the child’s extended family;

· Second-a foster home certified, approved or specified by the Indian child’s nation/tribe and approved by the appropriate social services district; 

· Third-an Indian foster home certified or approved by an authorized agency to provide foster care services; or 

· Fourth-an institution for children approved by an Indian tribe or operated by an Indian organization that has a program to meet the needs of the child. 

Adoption Placement Preferences: (25 U.S.C. 1915)

This section establishes a required order of preference in an adoptive placement of an Indian child.  An authorized agency providing adoption services to an Indian child is required, in the absence of good cause to the contrary, to place the child in compliance with the following preferences:

· First-a member of the child’s extended family; 

· Second-other members of the child’s Indian nation/tribe; 

· Third-other Indian families. 
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Foster Care Placement Preferences:
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(See qualified expert witness on pg. 2 and 3)
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